
Floris Elementary PTA Program Descriptions, 2015-16 

For questions, please contact:  florispta.pres@gmail.com 

 

Before and After School Programs: 

1. Acting Workshop:  Provides acting instruction, including improvisation, stage presence, 

movement and stage combat, all in a fun and supportive environment.  Grades K-2, 3-4, 5-6. 

2. After School Sports:  A variety of fun, inclusive and active activities such as soccer, flag football, 

dance and much more.  The specific lineup may change from season to season.  Grades K-6. 

3. Chess Club:  A fun and inclusive chess environment in which players of all levels are welcome to 

learn and enjoy chess together.  Grades K-6. 

4. Chess Tournament Training:  The slightly more rigorous cousin of our chess club.  Tournament 

training focuses on tactics, positioning, material and other concepts designed for players who 

want to take it up a notch.  Grades K-6. 

5. Floris Scientists:  An extra-curricular science program with specific themes designed to 

encourage an appreciation of science!  Themes for Fall 2015 are “Ocean Expedition” and 

“Engineering for the Future.”  Grades K-1, 2-3, 4-6. 

6. Girls on the Run:  A running program which promotes health, fitness and self-esteem for girls of 

grades 4-6. 

7. MathCounts:  A math competition for 6th graders, coached by Floris parents. 

8. National Science Bowl:  A science competition for 6th graders, coached by Floris parents. 

9. Odyssey of the Mind:  Students develop creative problem-solving and collaborative skills on a 

wide array of subjects.  This program is typically coached by Floris parents.  Grades K-6. 

10. PTA Math Enrichment:  A new program, developed by the PTA, which combines curricula of 

Kangaroo Math and Continental Math League.  Taught by Floris faculty!  One class per grade, 

grades 1-6.  Note this is a full-year program for grades 2-6. 

11. Touching Hearts:  A service-oriented activity where students learn by making a tangible and 

important contribution to our community.  Grades 4-6. 

12. STEM exCEL Electronics with Minecraft Redstone:  Just what it sounds like!  This program is 

new to Floris this year and we think it’ll be a good one.  Grades 3-6. 

13. STEM exCEL Intro to Game Design:  This is also a new addition, and is designed with younger 

students in mind.  Grades 1-4. 

14. THinK (Teens Helping Kids) Online Writing Seminar:  Taught by students from Thomas Jefferson 

High School.  Grades 4-6. 

15. Virginia Science Olympiad, Divisions A and B:  A collaborative science-based activity, run by 

Floris parents!  Division A is for grades 3-5, division B is for 6th graders. 

16. You Be the Chemist:  A chemistry competition for 6th graders, coached by Floris parents. 
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Year-round Activities: 

 

1. Advocacy:  The primary mission of any PTA is advocacy on behalf of children.  This committee 

will be responsible for representing the PTA on matters which impact the education and family 

life of our children.  Currently in early stages of formation. 

2. Art Enrichment:  An art-education program, operated by parent volunteers, which leads art 

projects in the classrooms several times per year. 

3. Audit Committee:  Makes sure the PTA president doesn’t start driving around in a Ferrari. 

4. Box Tops for Education:  Maintains and organizes the program at Floris which redeems those 

“Box Tops” labels on many packaged food products for cash to be used by the school. 

5. Communications:  A catch-all which encompasses the PTA’s website at florispta.org, the online 

registration system at florispta.ptboard.com, weekly email blasts, the PTA’s contribution to the 

principal’s weekly emails, our facebook page, paper flyer distribution and other emerging 

methods of communications. 

6. Cultural Arts:  The committee responsible for providing all the school assemblies which your 

kids are so excited about. 

7. Grade-level enrichment:  This committee brings grade-specific enrichment opportunities to 

your child’s classroom.  If Martha Washington comes to visit a particular grade, it’s because the 

GLE committee organized it. 

8. Grocery Rewards:  Responsible for encouraging parents to take advantage of promotional offers 

from various grocers which result in money for the school.  Committee currently vacant. 

9. Groundskeeping:  Responsible for the “extra touches” which provide an opportunity for learning 

and beautification around the school.  Committee currently vacant. 

10. Helping Hands:  A large committee which meets monthly to help teachers with a wide array of 

tasks – copying, cutting, laminating, moral support... you name it.  Always a need for more. 

11. Hospitality:  Do you love planning events on various scales?  This committee plans the welcome-

breakfast for Floris teachers and staff (about 90 people!) and various appreciation events, 

throughout the year, for different members of the Floris community. 

12. Online Registration:  This committee assists the PTA Board officers tasked with operating, 

maintaining and accounting for the intricacies of online program registration. 

13. Room-Parent Coordinator:  Coordinates Room-parent matters and acts as a liason between 

room parents and the PTA president. 

14. School Spirit Committee:  Responsible for planning and organizing school spirit events, such as 

Chik Fil-a night, Chucky Cheese night and others. 

15. Special Education Committee:  Represents the needs of some of our exceptional students, in 

addition to promoting and planning events for Inclusion Week in December. 

16. Volunteer Coordinator:  Responsible for compiling a listing of volunteers and assisting the 

president with the magical conjuration of helpful parents as needed! 

  



One-Time Events: 

 

1. Bingo Night:  A late-winter or early-spring event which is eagerly anticipated each year.  Need 

volunteers! 

2. Blood Drive:  A May event which is typically held at the school and in honor of a member of our 

Floris community. 

3. Chess Tournaments:  Floris will be hosting a number of weekend chess tournaments at the 

school this year.  This is a great opportunity for your children to learn an appreciation for this 

great game.  Need volunteers. 

4. Floris Reads / Read Across America Week:  An annual event which typically includes an author 

visit, reading buddies and special treats to help celebrate Read Across America Week. 

5. Friends of Floris Fundraiser:  This is the primary fundraising vehicle for the Floris PTA.  It 

typically runs for the first few months of the school year and we can ALWAYS use more help 

here. 

6. Ice Cream Social:  A zero-stress and very enjoyable end-of-year social event for families and 

faculty/staff to kick back and celebrate the end of the school year.  Needs sprinkles.  I mean 

volunteers. 

7. International Family Fun Night – It’s like “Field of Dreams,” only backwards.  If you come, we 

will build it.  Needs LOTS of volunteers. 

8. Laser Show:  This is a new science-based social event coming in December 2015!  Need 

volunteers! 

9. Membership Committee:  PTA’s need two things to operate – money and membership.  This 

committee is tasked with building the latter.  Currently vacant. 

10. Reflections:  An annual program wherein children submit arts-related projects for review 

pursuant to the guidelines National PTA Reflections program.  This provides students with a 

great avenue for well-roundedness and is poised for rapid growth this year. 

11. School Directory:  Responsible for compilation of the school directory, probably in the October 

or November timeframe. 

12. School Supplies:  This committee organizes the school supplies program for the following school 

year, which is a big hit with parents as it saves everyone a tremendous amount of time over the 

summer. 

13. Science Fair:  Teams of Floris students conduct science experiments and display their hard work 

and lessons learned at the Science Fair, usually held in January or February. 

14. Spirit Ball:  An annual family social event usually held in October or November. 

15. Summer Book Exchange:  Gently-used books are collected from students and shared with other 

Floris students or donated to children in need.  Usually a May/June event. 

 


